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Leadership Team News
The school year is well under way with students and staff
committed to their learning in the classroom and beyond. Each
year the College staff commit to student growth in learning and
we have various educational methods of measuring progress
and using this analysis to improve learning outcomes for young
people. We teach individuals at St Francis College through
the Australian curriculum and making adjustments to suit our
learners’ needs. We collect data through tests, observations
and other means to ensure we adapt our teaching and learning
methods to target areas where young people might be
struggling. We also endeavor to stretch those young people
who are thriving in their learning.

This year we have set ourselves the critical challenge of
growing engagement, progress and achievement of each
learner in literacy. Brisbane Catholic Education is providing
practical support so we can achieve our goal through allocating
extra teaching staff and expert consultants to work with
teachers and young people. We are excited about the challenge
we have set ourselves and the potential to grow, significantly
the learning of young people.

Each couple of years we plan for the future through strategic
planning. Through this strategic plan, which usually
encompasses 3-5 years, we set annual goals. In the period
2017-2020 our strategic goals will centre on:

Strengthening Catholic Identity
Excellent Teaching and Learning
Building a Sustainable Future.

Below is a link to our Strategic Planning Document which
encompasses our aspirations and strategies for 2017.

Our Strategic Plan 2017-2020 can also be found on our Parent
Portal.

In the first days of the year, before our young people returned,
teachers engaged in professional learning. This year we heard
from Dr. Margaret Lee, regarding the importance of parents/

caregivers and teachers working together to support a young
person’s learning. One of the most effective questions parents
can ask each day after school is ‘What did you learn.’ And
please do not accept the response (from teenagers usually) –
‘nothing’. When young people talk about their learning more
connections and neural pathways are developed in the brain
(the brain is a muscle which grows with use).

It was wonderful to see so many engaged and enthusiastic
parents at our Friends of St Francis meeting last Wednesday.
Members of the College Leadership Team were thrilled with the
numbers who were able to attend our first meeting of the year.
Please note the dates and times for future meetings.

Term 2 31st May 3.30-4.30pm

Term 3 16th August 3.30-4.30pm

Term 4 15th November 3.30-4.30pm

The format for our meetings is usually a brief presentation on
a topic parents/caregivers have indicated they want to hear
more about, followed by an informal chat. Our young people are
aware and parents/caregivers who have been in our community
for a while, know our college expectations centre on Respect.

Respect for Self
Respect for Others
Respect for the Environment
Respect for Learning

It is important that young people see the adults in their lives
interacting respectfully – even when they don’t always agree.
Peace in community and in the world is possible if we model
for young people respect and how to live in peace. For
communities to operate respectfully, peacefully and safely,
established expectations are important.

As staff, we abide by Brisbane Catholic Education’s Code of
Conduct. Below is our Parent/Caregiver Code of Conduct. This
may also be found on the parent portal and website.

It has been an exciting few weeks with, as mentioned in the first
part of this newsletter, learning in the classroom and beyond.
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Parents/caregivers have supported this learning through their
attendance and support at the P-6 Information Evening, Middle
Years Information Evening, P-6 Covenant Blessing and 7-12
Academic Awards Afternoon. Last week we also had an event
where we welcomed the Samoan Rugby 10s. What a fine (and
fit) group of young men – great role models for our young
people. To see Photographs from this event visit out ‘Sports
Update’ Section!

I hope you have noticed the work we have done around the
College over the holidays. We want our young people to learn
in an inviting and aesthetically pleasing environment. This work
has included:

Thank you to Mr Jon Mack and his team Mr Andy Rudolph, Ms
Sam Irwin and Mr Matt Miotti for all their work in the grounds.
The College campus is looking great!

Warmest regards,

Tricia Kennedy

As I stated at the first Year 7-12 assembly, the year starts
now. Do not procrastinate; put a plan in place and stick to it.
Ultimately for every action there is a consequence and so if we
make poor choices now, further down the track we will have to
pay the price.

I leave you with these wise words from an article I read this
week entitled Taking Small Steps to Succeed:

“Success comes in small steps – and so does failure. Failure
is not a single event. We don’t fail overnight or on a single test
day. For most of us, failure is nothing more than a few errors in
judgement, a few poor choices, repeated every day.

Now why would anyone be so foolish as to repeat a poor
choice every day? The answer is because we don’t think it
matters. On their own, our daily acts don’t seem very important.
One more TV program, an extra hour or two at the computer,
sleeping in for another hour, hanging out with friends, skimping
on homework – these don’t usually result in an instant and
measurable impact. More often than not, we escape from any
immediate consequences of our deeds.”

Yes students, the choices we make do matter; they really
matter. These choices are the difference between success and
failure.

John Marinucci
On behalf of Tricia, John and Julian

Staff News

Staff Profiles

This week John Marinucci is Super Star No.1

To find out more, click on the link below!

This week David Campbell is Super Star No.2

To find out more, click on the link below!

Religious Life of the School

From the APRE

About Religion at St Francis College

The model of religious education at St Francis College is in
line with all Catholic schools in the Archdiocese of Brisbane.
That is, it is a complimentary model that includes the classroom
teaching of religion using the approved curriculum and
participation in the religious life of the school. Sometimes
people pick up a ‘vibe’ from a Catholic school that they don’t
feel in other schools. More often than not it is because of the
religion life of the school; the liturgies, values, rituals, school
song, vision and mission, artwork, prayer and so forth that
identify the school as a Catholic school in the Franciscan
tradition whilst respecting and valuing all faith traditions.

One of the ways we celebrate as a Catholic school is to share
in a Eucharistic celebration – the Mass. Please see the invitation
below to our first College Mass of the year.

Invitation

On Friday 24th February Mass will be celebrated in San
Damiano Hall from 8.00am to 8.30am. Parents, carers, staff
and students are warmly invited to attend. Fr Sunil from
Maximilian Kolbe Parish will celebrate Mass. If you are not
Catholic, you are still warmly invited to attend and to receive
a blessing at communion time. You are also welcome to
participate in the breakfast club at the end of Mass.

Blessings

Ms Cathy Barrett (Assistant Principal Religious
Education 6-12)

• Development of our dedicated Health Hub

• Disabled toilet plus pathway

• Refurbishment of Reception area

• New P-6 Play area

• Oval cored and top dressed

• New fence for the Community Hub

• New Air Con for the Library/Coordinator Hub

• The person John admires most is Mother Teresa. He
admires Mother Teresa because of the work,
dedication and commitment to a cause without
counting the personal cost or sacrifice. He admires
her good nature and the manner in which she treated
everyone whilst being so humble.

• John’s favourite pastimes are camping, playing golf,
reading and watching sport.

• David has a couple of greatest achievements, he has
had his songs played on radio, he was interviewed
on the radio and of course scoring a job at St Francis
College!

• David says that if he wasn’t a teacher, he would have
liked to have been a Pro Surfer … that would be the
life!
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Mr Rob Canning (Assistant Principal Religious
Education P-9)

Learning and Teaching News

Years P-9

Middle Years Matters

As we progress through Week 4 of our first term for the school
year 2017, we realize we are laying the foundations for a year
of amazing learning. Being embedded within this foundation are
the attitudes, behaviour, strategies and skills that will enable
students to cope with and positively manage all that lies ahead.
One of our College Strategic Plan Aspirations, under Excellent
Learning and Teaching, is to ‘Increase levels of engagement,
achievement and well-being for each student.’ This year an
important practice to help achieve this goal is that of
mindfulness.

Before too much longer students in all year levels will be facing
a range of assessments, exams, and assignments. Along with
a Growth Mindset, the practice of mindfulness is a valuable tool
to help students meet these demands in a calm and positive
way.

Mindfulness is defined ‘as a moment-to-moment awareness
of one’s experience without judgement.’ Research shows that
mindful practices, including meditation, promotes
metacognitive awareness and enhances attentional capacities
through gains in working memory. It also has additional benefits
including: stress reduction, focus, more cognitive flexibility and
less emotional reactivity. These benefits are particularly
significant for the young adolescent who is already experiencing
a wide range of developmental changes. The links below will
help explain further the practice of mindfulness and its related
benefits for all.

http://raisingchildren.net.au/articles/mindfulness.html

https://childmind.org/article/the-power-of-mindfulness/

In all Middle Years classes, teachers are working with their
students throughout the day to establish a routine of mindful
practices that aim to promote greater focus and engagement
with learning. At the end of each day, as well as asking your
child ‘What did you learn today?’ you may also like to ask
them about their mindful practices – ‘What did you notice today
when you participated in your class mindfulness time?’ These
practices can also be used at home, any place, any time.
Perhaps as parents and caregivers, you may like to create your
own time and place for mindfulness at home.

http://www.mindmapping.com/mind-map.php

What are we learning?

In Year 7C, we have been investigating Sacraments and
Sacramentality. Using our very cool whiteboard desks, the
students came up with a mind map containing all their ideas
about important events in their short lives so far. We have also
explored the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist and
Confirmation).

Making use of the new learning furniture in the Middle YearsMaking use of the new learning furniture in the Middle Years

Thank you to all our parents and caregivers who were able to
make it to our recent Middle Years Information Night. If you
have any further questions or would like clarifications, please
don’t hesitate to contact me or any of our Middle Years team.

Sr Lee Veriga (Assistant Principal Curriculum: P-9)

Pastoral News

Parenting Ideas

Following on from Tricia’s comments in the opening article
about getting our young people to talk about their learning.
Below are two articles with advice on how to communicate
better with them by creating conversations rather than asking
questions.

School Attendance

It is important for all students to be at school every day. When
deciding whether to keep your child home from school, please
consider the following:

A child should be at school unless:

If your child is absent a note must be supplied to explain the
days missed on their return to school. If your child has seen a
medical practitioner a certificate will help explain the absence.

You should also contact the school in advance if you know your
child will be away.

Remember

If students miss the basic skills in the early years of schooling
they often experience learning difficulties later on.

• The child is too sick to leave the house.

• The child has an infectious disease like measles,
chicken pox

• The child has an injury preventing movement around
the school

• The child is going on a family holiday that cannot be
arranged during school holidays. This must be
arranged with the principal in advance.

• The principal is provided with any genuine and
acceptable reason preventing the child’s attendance.

• A medical or dental appointment could not be made
out of school hours (wherever possible,
appointments should be made out of school hours).
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There is a direct link between attendance and achievement.

It has been shown that poor patterns of attendance in the early
years can lead to poor patterns of attendance throughout the
school years.

Poor attendance makes it difficult for students to form positive
friendships with their peers.

Term-time Leave/Holiday

The following is information for parents requesting leave for their
child from school. Each parent of a child who is of compulsory
school age must ensure that the child is enrolled and attends
school on every school day for the educational programs in
which the child is enrolled unless the parent has a reasonable
excuse. If a student is going to be away from school for an
extended amount of time, parents are required to make a
written request to the Principal for this leave.

The Education (General Provisions) Act 2006 outlines parents’
legal obligations in terms of ensuring their child is both enrolled
in and attends school through the compulsory schooling and
compulsory participation phases of their education.

Ms Michelle Kelly (Assistant Principal Pastoral: P-12)

Positive Behaviour 4 Learning

Positive Behaviour 4 Learning: Years 7-12

This term at St Francis College has seen staff and students
hit the ground running. As students are working eagerly to
build positive relationships, and adjust to the new academic
expectations of the next year level, our teachers are working
tirelessly to ensure enhanced elements of positivity and
consistency are within our St Francis community. Each week
we set goals and targets for our staff to reach that focuses on
incorporating behaviours that make your child feel welcomed,
appreciated and supported. Our staff work actively to meet
these goals and in doing so inadvertently enhance the learning
environment that your child receives when they attend SFC.
These goals and targets ensure the following;

Through these goals and targets, our staff are striving to ensure
nothing but the best learning environment for your son or
daughter.

GOTCHA’s

Students are given GOTCHA’S from all class teachers for
displaying appropriate behaviours and working well in class.
In the year group assemblies one GOTCHA is drawn out for
each year level and the winning student receives a tuckshop

voucher. Ask your student how many GOTCHA’S they received
this week.

This week’s winners are:

Year 9 Allan Moran Year 10 Chloe McCracken

Year 11 Chase Le Noel Year 12 Henryk Pajaczkowski

Congratulations and keep up the good work.

SFC PB4L Team

Ask a Speechie…

Communication is a Skill

Almost everything we do involves communicating:

Children with speech and language difficulties may
struggle with:

Children may have speech and language difficulties on their
own, or they may be part of another diagnosis.

Children may not grow out of their speech and language
difficulties.

How you can help:• Your child is recognised for displaying positive
behaviours that help their learning and development

• Staff are taking the time to get to know the likes/
dislikes, qualities and strengths of your child

• Classroom environments are focusing on identifying
desired behaviours rather than negatives

• Staff are making contact to build effective
partnerships with parents to ensure the best future
for your child

• To say what we need or what’s wrong

• To express our likes and dislikes

• To make friends and build relationships in the family

• To understand and express our emotions

• To change our behaviour

• Being able to understand what’s happening around
them, especially in busy environments

• Learning in class, especially learning to read and
write

• Being able to think things through

• Giving information, describing events or telling stories

• Being able to manage their feelings and behaviours

• Make sure you are facing them when you are talking

• Try to speak a little bit slower and emphasise the
main points

• Use shorter sentences

• Ask them to repeat instructions, to see if they have
understood

• Give extra thinking time (at least 10 sec)

• Use more gestures and facial expressions

• Give positive feedback for effort

• Let them know when you don’t understand what
they are saying

• Encourage them to let you know when they don’t
understand
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If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to
get in touch.

Ms Jennai Beckett (Speech Pathologist)

Sports Update

Years P-12

NEWS FROM THE SPORTS DESK!

7-12 Family Group Swimming Carnival - Which family
group will take out the swimming crown in 2017?!

One of the most important events on the Term 1 sporting
calendar is the Family Group Swimming Carnival, which will be
held on Tuesday the 21st of February at Springwood Aquatic
Centre. It is a normal school day and all students are expected
to attend. This year will the see the introduction of some fun and
exciting pool events including noodle races and dive games.
Your child is encouraged to dress in their Family Group colours
on the day, however, they must wear their sports uniform to
school and change once at the Aquatic Centre. It is always a
fun day, parents are welcome to attend. If your child is unable
to attend please let their PC Teacher know.

Hats, Hats, Hats!

To ensure your son/daughter is protected from the sun and to
avoid any possible skin damage all students in the school must
have a college cap for HPE classes and to wear at lunch if
wanting to play on the oval. College caps and bucket hats are
now available at The School Locker.

Shoes, shoes, shoes!

To avoid any injuries and long term damage to knees and/
or ankles students are required to wear sports shoes/joggers
with laces during HPE lessons and any sporting activity. Many
students are wearing slip on shoes which are not appropriate
and may result in injury.

P-12 Fitness and Running Club

In order to prepare students for Cross Country and keeping
them healthy throughout the year the P-12 Fitness and Running
Club will be held every Wednesday morning from 7.30 -
8.00am. Meet outside the sports office (Rufino). If you would
like to attend please see Miss Litzow or Mr Grove for a
permission form. You can then enjoy some breakfast at
Breakfast Club. What a great start to the day!

Primary Futsal Trials

Any students in Years 5 and 6 who are interested in trialling
for the SFC Futsal Team, there will be trials on Monday 20th
February at 1st and 2nd break on the Tri-Sports area. Please
bring all necessary equipment including appropriate shoes.
Remember this is a trial. Not all students will make the team.

Congratulations!

Congratulations to Ezmonde Tuala, Larry Lofipo and Josiah
Taofinu'u who were selected to represent Pacific District in U18
Rugby Union. The boys will now travel to Bond University this
Thursday 16th February to trial for the South Coast team. Good
luck boys!

Good Luck!

Good luck to the following students who are trialling for Pacific
District teams this Thursday:

Manu Samoa’s team visit to St Francis College

Last Friday a select number of students were privileged to meet
with the Samoan Rugby Union Global 10s Team. The chosen
students were as follows:

Year 7: Danteus Roberts, Noah Uta'i & Taki Tipene.
Year 8: Tyson Stanley
Year 9: Tyron Ikitau, Panashe Ruvengo, Richard Stanley,
Tupou Loto’aniu & George Tito.
Year 10: Noah Wust, Matthias Taofinu'u
Year 11: Ivana Muavae, Lyllian Mikaio & Cherish Tipene.
Year 12: Ezmonde Tuala, Josiah Taofinu'u, Reeves
Silva, Lilani Loto-Loasa, Peter Evalu, Faith Jones & Larry
Lofipo

Here are some of the Children selectedHere are some of the Children selected

This was an exciting morning for all involved. The session
started with a beautiful prayer by Fono, our Campus Minister,
followed by a short question and answer session lead by the
students. Players and coaches spoke of the sacrifices made
to attain this level of competition and of the hard work and
dedication that is required by all involved. Students and
attending staff were then engaged by some traditional Samoan
dancing and a quick game of “heads and shoulders” which had
everyone in fits of laughter. The Samoan Rugby Team then took
time to sign autographs, take photos and talk to students.

As a token of St Francis College’s appreciation for their time,
players were presented with the school Tau.

• Gloria Sootaga – U18 Volleyball

• Zachary Shearer – U18 Rugby League

• Paul Paul & TJ Mutton – U18 Basketball

• Richard Stanley & George Tito – U15 Rugby
League
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PACIFIC DISTRICT TRIALS (Week 5 – 10)

The following district trials are occurring in February & March.
If you are interested you need to come to the Sports Office to
register your name.

7 – 12

Coming up…

Other news…

There is always a lot happening in Sport so keep your eyes
peeled on the newsletter and sport notice board for updates. If
you are interested in any of the activities listed come and see
Mr Norris or Miss Litzow at the Sports Office (Rufino).

Miss Jordan Litzow & Mr Lachlan Grove (Sports
Program Leaders)

Careers Corner

VET/Careers Department

We have had a busy start to 2017!

Congratulations

We would like to congratulate the following students for
successfully gaining a School Based Traineeship

Cherish Tipene Certificate III in Hairdressing

Maygen Spencer Certificate II in Retail Services

TAFE at School and Alternative Program

Congratulations to our students that have made the decision to
study at TAFE or with another provider as a part of their senior
studies. Below are some of the courses our students have been
enrolled.

Certificate I in
Construction

Certificate II in Furnishing

Certificate II in
Automotive

Certificate II in Rural Operations/
Certificate II in Animal Studies

Certificate II in
Plumbing

Certificate II in Sport & Rec/
Certificate II in Fitness

Certificate II in
Engineering

Certificate II in Salon Assistant

Certificate II in Sport
and Recreation

Certificate II in Electrotechnology

Certificate II in
Media

Certificate III in Hospitality

Certificate IV Justice
Studies

If your child has enrolled into TAFE or another provider, please
click the below link for our checklist.

Administration Matters

Up-to-Date Contact Details

In a move to improve home-school communication we are
asking you to ensure that we have all your correct contact
details. With the continued growth in the use of smartphones,
general home computers, iPads etc we want to guarantee that
all information can be accessed by you through these mediums.
This will assist with the following:

Please provide the requested information by emailing
adpryde@bne.catholic.edu.au.

Parent Portal

We would like to encourage you to use the Parent Portal as
your first point of sourcing school information. You will need the
email address you used when enrolling with the school and the
password you were given (if you have misplaced this the portal
will allow you to reset it). You can access the Parent Portal via
the school website and through the BCE App.

Mrs Claire McBean (Marketing, Communication and
Events Coordinator)

• Week 5: Netball 16yrs & 19yrs, 13-15yrs (23/2/17),
AFL 13-15yrs Boys (23/2/17)

• Week 6: Soccer 16-19yrs Boys & Girls (2/3/17)

• Week 8: Rugby Union 13-15yrs Boys (16/3/17)

• Week 9: Touch Football 15yrs & 18yrs Boys & Girls
(23/3/17)

• Tuesday 21st February – 7-12 Family Group
Swimming Carnival

• Thursday 2rd March– SECA Girls OzTag (Years
7-12)

• Tuesday 7th March – SEQ Futsal Championships
(Senior School)

• Thursday 9th March – SFC vs Carmel Netball
friendly @ Carmel College (U14 & Opens)

• Tuesday 14th March – SEQ Futsal Championships
(Junior School)

• Friday 17th March – SEQ Futsal Finals day (5 – 12)

• Friday of Week 7,8 & 9 – Gala Day’s (Years 5 & 6)

• Thursday 30th of March – P – 12 Cross Country
Carnival

• Thursday 27th April - SECA STARTS – Term 2,
Week 2 (Years 7-12)

• Receiving our school newsletter

• Receiving all school SMS’s – these include general
information, school absentee notifications and late
arrivals.

• Receiving all school letters via email, therefore
avoiding that age old problem of finding old letters at
the bottom of your child’s schoolbag!
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Health and Safety

Hot Weather

We are experiencing a very hot February so please ensure that
your child is hydrated (2lt of water per day). Restrict strenuous
activities, remind them to seek shade where possible and wear
a hat when outdoors.

We all need to drink plenty of water as dehydration can cause
fainting, dizziness or disorientation. Water is the key to living in
the tropics. Whilst we may ALL be feeling the heat, our current
temperatures are not a health risk if you keep hydrated and
reduce strenuous physical activity.

Please remind your child that if they are feeling overcome by the
heat, to report immediately to sick bay.

Take care good people and be sensible.

Ms Margaret Homann (Work Health & Safety and
Human Resources)

Parish News

Parish Casual Position Available

The position of Sacramental Coordinator is available, this is an
exciting opportunity for an enthusiastic person to join the Parish
team and assist them with the coordination of their pastoral
ministry programs. It is 10 hours per week and applications
close on 3rd March. More details are in their Newsletter
attached.

Date Claimers

14
Feb

Healing Mass @ 10.45am

17
Feb

Youth Alpha Program @ 6pm

21
Feb

Combined Pastoral Council & Finance Committee
Meeting

24
Feb

Mass at St Francis College @ 8am

25
Feb

Safeguarding training for all volunteers from
2.30-5.30pm

(Compulsory for all volunteers of the parish)

12
Mar

Samoan Mass @11.30am

Community News

Vacant Position

Please find attached the School Crossing Advertisement, Role
Description and the application forms.

Australian Girls’ Choir – February Open Classes

The Australian Girls’ Choir is holding free Open Classes in
February, they are aimed at primary school aged girls. The
Open Classes give girls the opportunity to try a fun
complimentary class and for parents to find out more about the
AGC.

Below is a flyer with more information and the contact details
are Tel: 07 3256 0207 or email brisbane@aspagroup.com.au.

Culture in the Park

Please find the attached Flyer in respect to a joint Queensland
Police Service/Logan City Council Cultural event.

Logan Suns Auskick

Logan Suns Auskick are offering a 7 week program that
introduces all kids to AFL and includes lots of giveaways! Here
are the details:

1st Session: Friday March 10th 2017
Time: 4:30PM – 5:30PM
Venue: Tansey Park Sport Club, 108 Tansey Drive,
Tanah Merah
Cost: $75

For more information contact Shaun on 5594 5126 or email
shaun.jasper@afl.com.au.

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/
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